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a road traversing a beautiful landscape. Whether speaking at
meetings or talking to one vis-d-vis, the naive ardour with which
they tell of then: happy lives is artless: their lips do indeed give
expression to that which fills their hearts.
The air in the West is bad, oppressive. There is no longer
clarity and resolution in Western civilisation now. People
hesitate to defend themselves against the offensive of barbarism,
either by fists or strong words, they do it unwillingly, with
indefinite gestures; the utterances of responsible persons against
Fascism are sugared, are drowned in reservations. Who is not
revolted by the indifference and hypocrisy with which these
., responsible persons have reacted to the aggression of the Fascists
against the Spanish Republic ? One draws a sigh of relief when
one leaves behind this depressing atmosphere of falsified
democracy and hypocritical humanitarianism, and arrives in
the severe atmosphere of the Soviet Union.
FEUCHTWANGER: Moscow, 1937.
Soviet patriotism is not expressed in florid talk or histrionic
gestures. It is a sober, matter-of-fact patriotism, a patriotism
of everyday life. It manifests itself as a natural sentiment, in the
acceptance of discipline and the self-sacrificing discharge of civic
duty. This patriotism springs from a consciousness that all
citizens are equal, from a social system in which all have equal
rights, equal duties and equal responsibilities. . . .
People abroad who were unable to appreciate the significance
of the Russian Revolution and its historical perspectives were
amazed when, through the smoke of war, they discerned its
true nature. The great Russian Revolution has endowed the
Soviet citizen with faith in himself and inculcated n\ him a
sense of responsibility. It has rid the Russian of all that used to
hamper his cultural development and stifle his striving for a
better life. Soviet patriotism is a patriotism purged of all earlier
impurities, since the full utilisation of productive forces purges a
people of all imperialist aspirations.
The Russian Revolution is a true heir of the humanism en-
gendered by the French Revolution, which later led the cultural
progress of Germany, and which expedited the national re-
generation of the central European nations. It was our century,
of course, that provided the conditions for the realisation of